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In order for the National Park Service (NPS) to adequately evaluate whether rehabilitation work 
performed by property owners/developers seeking Federal historic preservation income tax 
benefits is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s “Standards for Rehabilitation”, good, 
clear and comprehensive photographic documentation must accompany both the Part 2, “Historic 
Preservation Certification Application,” and the “Request for Certification of Completed Work.”  
Those applications submitted to NPS and the State Historic Preservation Office with inadequate 
photographic documentation will be significantly delayed or, in some cases, denied certification. 
 
Department of the Interior regulations governing historic preservation certification clearly specify 
the documentation required by applicants for such certifications: 
  

In all cases, documentation including photographs adequate to document the 
appearance of the building(s) prior to rehabilitation, both on the exterior and on the 
interior, must accompany the application…. Where such documentation is not 
provided, review and evaluation may not be completed. [36 CFR 67.6 (a) (1)]. 

 
A few “typical” photographs of either interior or exterior features are not sufficient to enable an 
adequate assessment of a project.  The application must be accompanied with enough good, 
clear photographs to completely document both interior and exterior conditions, including the site 
and surrounding environment, prior to any rehabilitation work.  Photographs taken before the 
rehabilitation on the historic structure begins must be submitted even if the rehabilitation is 
completed.  “After” photographs submitted with the “Request for Certification of Completed Work” 
must be taken of the completed rehabilitation, and, if possible, should illustrate the same views as 
the “before” photographs submitted with the Part 2.  A side-by-side comparison of the “before” 
and “after” photographs is made in the final certification. 
 
At a minimum, the following photographic documentation should be submitted with both the Part 
2 and the “Request for Certification of Completed Work” applications: 
 
1. Several photographs of the site and setting of the historic structure(s).  This should 

include photographs taken both up close, showing the individual property site, and from a 
distance, showing the street setting of the structure(s). 

 
2. At least one photograph of all existing elevations showing the entire elevation.  This 

includes all structures affected by the proposed rehabilitation, such as carriage houses and 
outbuildings. Elevations that are partially blocked by adjacent structures or trees may require 
photographs to be taken from several different angles or locations to completely document 
these elevations. 

 
3. Detailed close-up photographs are needed of specific architectural features affected by the 

rehabilitation, such as windows, doors, balustrades, trim, etc.  Submitting several 
representative photographs of multiple features, such as windows, is acceptable providing 
the photographs submitted adequately represent the condition throughout the structure. 

 



4. Photographs of all interior spaces should be taken with a wide-angle lens from diagonally 
opposite corners of the room.  This includes all interior spaces affected by the rehabilitation.  
If like spaces or rooms exist, such as floor after floor of warehouse space, then submitting 
several representative photographs documenting the condition throughout the structure is 
acceptable. 

 
All photographs should be numbered, dated, and labeled with the property name, the view (e.g. 
east elevation) or a brief description of what is show.  Photographs should be keyed to the 
application narrative where appropriate.  In many cases, it is helpful to key photographs to site 
plans or floor plans showing the location where they were taken. 
 
Mounting the photographs is discouraged: it is easier for reviewers to use and file loose 
photographs.  Labels can be placed on the backs of photographs.  Photographs may be black 
and white or color PRINTS, but must show architectural features clearly.  Slides, “instant” 
photographs, and photocopies are, in most cases, not acceptable.  Additionally, photographs 
taken with digital cameras are, in most cases, NOT acceptable.  Color prints are preferable, and 
in many cases necessary, to adequately show the feature.  Two copies of all photographs must 
be submitted with the application, one set for the State Historic Preservation Office and one for 
the NPS. Photographs are not returnable. 

 
 
Interior photographs using a wide-angle    Key photographs to a site plan  
lens should be taken of interior spaces    or floor plan to show location  
from opposite corners     and angle of camera. 
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